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Ma'cime n. f [from pie, pica, Latin, and mag, contracted 
from Margaret, as phil is ufed to a fparrow, and poll to a 
parrot, j A bird fometimes taught to talk. 

Augurs, that underftood relations, have 
By magpies and by choughs, and rooks brought forth 
The lecret’ft man of blood. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Difilmulation is expreffed by a lady wearing a vizard of 
two faces, in her right-hand a magpie, which Spcnfer de- 
icribed looking through a lattice. Pcacbam on Drawing. 
So hav e I feen in black and white, 

A prating thing, a magpie height, 

Majeftically flail:; 

A (lately, worthlefs animal, 

1 hat plies the tongue, and wags the tail. 

All flutter, pride, and talk. Swift. 

Ma'cydare. n. f. [magudaris, Lat.] An herb. Ainf. 
MAID. 1 r r 

MAI'DEN. 5 “*•'* C maebcn > maegben, Saxon, maegd, Dutch.] 

1. An unmarried woman ; a virgin. 

Your wives, your daughters. 

Your matrons, and your maids , could not fill up 

The ciflern of my lufl. Shakrfpcare's Macbeth. 

'1 his is a man old, wrinkl’d, faded, wither’d, 

And not a maiden, as thou fay’ll he is. Shakefpeare. 

I am not folely led 

By nice direction of a maiden's eyes. Shakefpeare. 

She employed the refidue of her life to repairing of high¬ 
ways, building of bridges, and endowing of maidens. Carew. 
Your deluded wife had been a maid ; 

Down on the bridal bed a maid flic lay, 

A maid Ihe rofc at the approaching day. Dry den's Juv. 

Let me die, fhe faid, 

Rather than lofe the fpotlefs name of maid. Dryden. 

2. A woman fervant. 

My maid Ncriffa and myfelf, mean time, 

Will live as maids and widows. Shakefp. Merch. of Venice. 

Old Tancred viiited his daughter’s bow’r; 

Her cheek, for fuch his cuflom was, he kifs’d. 

Then blefs’d her kneeling, and her maids difmifs’d. Dryd. 

Her clofet and the gods fhare all her time. 

Except when, only by fomc maids attended. 

She fecks fome fhady folitary grove. Rowe. 

A thoufand maidens ply the purple loom. 

To weave the bed, and deck the regal room. Prior. 

3. Female. 

If Ihe bear a maid child. Lev. xii. 5. 

Maid, n.f A fpccics of fkatc filh. 

Ma'iden. adj. 

1. Confifling of virgins. 

Nor was there one of all the nymphs that rov’d 
O’er Mrenalus, amid the maiden throng 
More favour’d once. Addifon's Ovid’s Mctamorpb. 

2. Frelh ; new; unufed ; unpolluted. 

He fleflied his maiden fword. ' Shakefpeare. 

When I am dead, flrew me o’er 
With maiden flowers, that all the world may know 
I was a chafte wife to my grave. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

By this maiden bloflom in my hand 
I fcorn thee and thy fafhion. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Maidenhair, n.f. [maiden and hair.] This plant is a native 
of the fouthern parts of France and in the Mediterranean, 
where it grows on rocks, and old ruins, from whence it is 
brought for medicinal ufe. 

June is drawn in a mantle of dark grafs green, upon Ins 
head a garland of bents, king’s-cup, and maidenhair. Peach. 
Ma'idenhead. f 

Ma'idenhode. >n.f. [from maiden.] 

Ma'idenhood. J . 

j. Virginity; virgin purity; freedom from contamination. 
"And, for the modefl lore of maidenhood, 

Bids me not fojourn with thefc armed men. 

Oh whither Ihall I fly ? what fccrct wood 

Shall hide me from the tyrant ? or what den. tairjax. 

She hated chambers, clofets, fecret mewes. 

And in broad fields preferv’d her maidenhead. tairjax. 
Example, that lb terrible (hews in the wreck of maiden¬ 
hood, cannot for all that diflbade fucceffton, but that they are 
limed with the twigs that threaten them. ia e Jp e 

Maidenhood Ihe loves, and will be fwift ^ 

To aid a virgin. . • „ * 

2. Ncwncfs; freflmefs; uncontafninatcd ftate, This is now 
become a low v/ord. 

The devil and mifchance look big ... 

Upon the maidenhead of our affairs. Shakefp. Henry . 
Some who attended with much expectation, at their tint 
appearing have Itained the maidenhead of their ere 1 
ibme negligent performance. , . 

Hope’s chafte kifs wrongs no joys maidenhead. 

Then fpoulal rites prejudge the marriage-bed. Lrajhaw. 

of :Lite - 

deft, timorous, decent. 

5 ’Tis not maidenly ; 
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Our fex as well as I may chide you for it Cl s r 
Come, you virtuous afs, and balhful fod • 
blulhing ? what a maidenly man at arms are^, befonP ** 

n.f. p™ w] v s “5fr'‘"™ ?IV ' , ’ ii - 
t> .,, , . Cefario, 

tsy maidbood, honour, and every thing, 

Ma'ihmARIAN. n.f. [tntrlnJlnfutmft!aXi’ 1 '*' 

£ 2? popXe. likC a » h ° «^5S 

d *"“ d wi,h , „bo, 

Ma'iopaie. aij [-«,*.] Pale like a lick 

Change the compkaion of her maidpale peace ° 

I o fcarlet indignation. , . 

Maidservant, n.f A female fen ant. Jp ' 

Il: is ? e / k ‘ a }y ri .ft what you (by of the indifference i„ 
common fronds, whether we are fick or well ■ the ve™ 
nmidjervants in a family have the fame notion. ’ Swift 
MajeSTICAL. j .. r . . „ J 1 ’ 

Maje'stick. [from majefy.] 

1. Auguft; having dignity; grand; imperial; regal; great of 

appearance. 5 * 0 41 1 

They made a doubt 
Prefence majeflical would put him out: 

For, quoth the king, an angel Ihalt thou fee. 

Yet fear not thou, but fpeak audacioufly. Shakefpeare 
Get the ftart of the majejlick world, J 

And bear the palm alone. Shakefp. Julius Ceefar. 

W e do it wrong, being fo majeflical. 

To offer it the Ihew of violence. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

, In his face 

Sate meeknefs, heighten’d with majefick grace. Denham 
A royal robe he wore with graceful pride. 

Embroider’d fandals glitter’d as he trod, 

And forth he mov’d, majejlick as a god. Pope's Oddfrt. 

2 . Stately; pompous; fplendid. 

It was no mean thing which he purpofed ; to perform a 
work fo majeflical and ftatcly was no final! charge. Hooker. 

3. Sublime ; elevated; lofty. 

Which paffage doth not only argue an infinite abundance, 
both of artizans and materials, but likewife of magnificent 
and majeflical defires in every common perfon. IVotton. 

The leaft portions mu ft be of the epick kind; all mull be 
grave, majeflical, and fublime. Dryden. 

Maje'stically. adv. [from majeflical.] With dignity; with 
grandeur. 

From Italy a wand’ring ray 
Of moving light illuminates the day; 

Northward Ihe bends, majejlically bright. 

And here Ihe fixes her imperial light. Granville. 

So have I feen in black and white 
A prattling thing, a magpie height, 

Majejlically ftalk ; 

A ftatcly, worthlefs animal. 

That plies the tongue, and wags the tail. 

All flutter, pride, and talk. Swift. 

M'AJESTY. n.f. [ majejlas, Latin.] 

1. Dignity; grandeur; greatnefs of appearance; an appearance 
awful and folemn. 

The voice of the Lord is full of majefly. Pfal. xxix. 4. 
The Lord reigneth; he is clothed with majejly. Pfal. xciii. 

Amidfl 

Thick clouds and dark, doth heav’n’s all-rnling fire 
Chufe to refide, his glory unobfeur’d. 

And with the majejly of darknefs round 
Covers his throne. Milton's Par. Lojl, l. ii- 

Great, without pride, in fober majejly. P°p e - 

2 . Power; fovereignty. 

Thine, O Lord, is the power and majejly. 1 Chrsn. xxix. 
To the only wife God be glory and majejly. Jude v. 25. 
He gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father majejly. Dan. v. 10. 

3. Dignity; elevation. 

The firtt in loftincfs of thought furpafs’d, 

The next in majejly. 

4. The title of kings and queens. 

Moft royal majejly, 

I crave no more than what your highneis offer d. 

Nor will you tender lefs. Shakefp. King car. 

I have a garden opens to the fea, 

From whence I can your majejly convey 
To fame nigh friend. 

He, who had been always believed a creature of the queen, 
vifited her majejly but once in fix weeks. 

I walk in awful ftate above ^ 

The majejly of heaven. ... , JL fa 

1. A coat of Heel network worn for defence. Some 


Dryden. 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Lam 



Some fliirtsof mail, fome coats of plate put on, 

. Some dimd a eurace, fome a corflct bright. Fairfax, b. i. 

Brinij advifed to wear a privy coat, the duke gave this an¬ 
swer, That againft any popular fury, a fliirt oi mad would 
be but a filly defence. IVotton. 

Some wore coat-armour, imitating fcale. 

And next their (kin were ftubborn fliirts of mail ; 

Some wore a breaft-platc. Dryden s Knight's Tale. 

2. Any armour. 

YVe ftript the Iobfter of his fcariet mail. Gay. 

”. A poftnwn’s bundle; a bag. [male, malette, French.] 

To Mail. v. a. [from the noun.] To arm defcnfiveJy; 
cover, as with armour. 

The mailed Mars fliall on his altar fit 
Up to the ears in blood. Shakefp. Henry IY. p. i. 

I am thy married wife. 

And thou a prince, protestor of this land ; 

Mcthinks I fliould not thus be led along, 

Mail'd up in Ihame, with papers on my back. Shakefp. 
To MAIM. v. a. [mailan, Gothick, to cut oft"; mehnigner , to 
maim, old French ; mebaina, Armorick; mancus, Lat.] To 
deprive of any neceffary part; to cripple by lofs of a limb. 
You wrought to be a legate; by which power 
You maim’d the jurifdlction of all bilhops. Shakefpeare. 
The multitude wondered when they law the dumb to fpeak, 
the maimed to be whole, and the lame to walk; and they 
glorified God. Matth. xv. 31. 

Maim. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Privation of fomc effcntial part; Iamenefs, produced by a 
wound or amputation. 

Surely there is more caufe to fear, leaft the want thereof 
be a maim, than the ufe a blcmilh. Hooker, b. v. 

Humphry, duke of Glo’fter, fcarce himfelf. 

That bears fo Ihrewd a maim ; two pulls at once ; 

A lady banilh’d, and a limb lopt off? Shakefp. Henry VI. 

2. Injury; mifehief. 

Not fo deep a maim. 

As to be call forth in the common ah, 

Have I deierved. Shakefp. Rich. II. 

Effcptial defed. JP 

A noble author eftcems it to be a maim in hiftory, that 
the afts of parliament fliould not be recited. Hayward. 
Main. adj. [magne, old French; magnus, Latin.] 

1. Principal; chief; leading. 

In every grand or main publick duty which God requireth 
at the hands of his church, there is, befides that matter and 
form wherein the cffcnce thereof confifteth, a certain out¬ 
ward falhion, whereby the fame is in decent manner admini- 

ftcrcd - v,. . Hooker, b. iv. 

I here is a hiltory in all mens lives, 

Figuring the nature of the times dcceafed ; 

The which obferv’d a man may prophely. 

With a near aim, of the main chance of things 

As yet not come to life. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

ne is lupeahtious grown of late. 

Quite from the main opinion he had once 
Of fantafy, of dreams, and ceremonies. Shakefpeare 
There arofc three notorious and main rebellions, which 
drew feveral armies out of England. Davies on Ireland. 

. , The nether flood. 

Which now divided into four main ftreams. 

Runs diverfe. Par. Lojl, b. iv. 

1 mould be much for open war, O peers J 
If what was urg’d 

reafon to perfuade immediate war. 

Did not diffuade me moft. Miltons Par. Loft b ii 

propagation”' 6 ’ “ ** “• '»«! ani * 

aa SB? imK!l h - k - --fSaattg 

Nor roll « i„ . dyi „ g fttWs tone> W* * 

Be caieful Hill of the mam chance, my fon ; 

Put out the principal in trufty hands ; 1 

wrin" ? e u L ft ’ iUjd ncver di P th y ,3n ds. Dndtn's Pn-r 
, Whdft they have bulled themfelves in variou^ ZL 
they have been wanting in the one main ^'T 2 ’ 

Nor is it only in the main defign, but thev have fnlf 
him in everv epifodc. p \“ i h / ve fol!owe d 

2- Violent; ltrong ; overpowering; ^ *° ** Iliad ' 

Yn , Think, you queftion with a Jew 

A A | 3S We go ftand u P° n thc beach. 

And bid die ma n flood bate his ufual height. 

Sceft thou what rage 

Tranfports our adverfary, whom no bounds 
Nor yet the main abyfs, S ’ 

Wnl. ca „ hoM ? MUa . t ^ ^ { 


M 'A I 

All abreall 

Charg’d our main battle’s front. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

. 4. Important; forcible. 

This young prince, with a train of young noblemen and 
gentlemen, but not with any main army, came over to take 
pofleJIion of his new patrimony. Davies on Ireland. 

That, which thou aright 

Believ’ft fo main to our fuccefs, I bring. Milt. Par. Left. 
Main, n.f 

1. The grofs ; the bulk ; the greater part. 

The main of them may be reduced to language, and an 
improvement in wifdom, by feeing men. Locke. 

2 . The fum ; the whole; the general. 

They allowed thc liturgy and government of the church 
of England as to the main. King Charley. 

Thole notions concerning coinage have, for the main, been 
put into writing above twelve months. Locke. 

3. Thc ocean. 

A fubftitute fliines brightly as a king, 

Until a king be by; and then his ftate 
Empties itlelf, as doth an inland brook 
Into the main of waters. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 
Where’s the king ? 

Bids the wind blow thc earth into thc fca; 

Or (well the curled waters ’bove die main. 

That things might change. Shakefpeare's King Lear. 

He fell, and ftruggling in the main, 

Cry’d out for helping hands, but cry’d in vain. Dryden. 

Say, why fliould the collected main 
Itfelf within itfelf contain ? 

YVhy to its caverns Ihould it fometimes creep, ~i 

And with delighted filcnce deep L 

On the lov’d bofom of its parent deep? Prior. J 

4. Violence; force. 

He ’gan advance 
With huge force, and infupportable main. 

And towards him with dreadful fury prance. Fa. Qu. 
With might and main 

He hailed to get up again. Hudibras, p. i. 

With might and main they chac’d the murd'rous fox. 

With brazen trumpets, and inflated box. Dryden. 

5. [From manus , Latin.] A hand at dice. 

Were it good, 

To fet the exaft wealth of all our Hates 

All at one call; to fet fo rich a main 

In the nice hazard of one doubtful hour. Shakefpeare. 

To pafs our tedious hours awav, 

Wc throw a merry main. * Karl Dorfet's Soria. * 

Writing is but juft like dice, • 

And lucky mains make people wife: 

1 hat jumbled words, if fortune throw them, 

, • -Shaft, well as Dryden, form a poem. p r [ 6r 

o. I he continent. 

In 1589 we turned challengers, and invaded the main of 

m- ****.. 

Mainland, n. f [main and land.] Continent. 

Ne was it ifland then, nc was it pays’d 
Amid the ocean waves, 

But was all defolate, and of fome thought. 

By fea to have been from the Ccltick mainland brought.. 
r l _ , Fairy &ueen, b. ii. 

Thofe whom Tyber’s holy forefts hide, 

Ur Circe’s lulls from the mainland divide. Dryden's £n 

Ma'inly. adv. [from main .] 7 

1. Chiefly; principally. 

T , A brutilh vice, 

Liduclivc mainly to the fin of Eve. Milton's Par Left 
They are mainly reducible to three. 'm£'. 

Ef r 5?S& , S 

neck. lC was a mcrc y it was not his 

Ma inpernable, adj. Bailable - ,w m s P‘ a **«r ? N°. 574- 
iurety. Cj may be admitted to give 


Main-' 
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